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I told the Superintendent too that both of us were permitted
at the Sabarmati jail for health reasons to sleep outside, but that
was not to be expected at this Jail.
Thus the first impression was rather unhappy. I felt how-
ever totally undisturbed. The semi-fast of Tuesday following that
of Monday did me no harm. I know that Mr. Banker felt it. He
has night terrors and requires someone near him. And this was
his first rough experience in life perhaps. I am a seasoned jail-bird.
The Superintendent came the next morning to question us. I
saw that the first impression did not do justice to the Superin-
tendent. The previous evening he was evidently in a hurry. We
were received after the regular time and he was totally unprepar-
ed for what was undoubtedly to him a strange request. He dis-
covered, however, that my request for the spinning-wheel was not
a matter of cussedness, but rightly or wrongly a real religious neces-
sity. He saw too that it was no question of hunger-striking. He
gave orders that the spinning-wheels should be restored to both of
us. He realized too that both of us would need the diet we had
mentioned.
And so far as I have been able to observe, the animal comforts
are well looked after in this Jail. Both the Superintendent and the
Jailor appear to me to be tactful and have pleasant manners. The
first day's experience I count as of no consequence. The relations
between the Superintendent and the Jailor and myself are as cor-
dial as they can be between a prisoner and his keepers.
But it is evident to me that the human element is largely, if
not entirely, absent in the jail system. The Superintendent informs
me that all prisoners are treated as I am treated If that is so,
as animals prisoners could hardly be better cared for. But, for the
human sentiment, there is no accommodation in the Jail Regula-
tions.
This is what the Jail Committee consisting of the Collector, a
clergyman and some others did the next morning. This Com-
mittee met quite by coincidence the very next day after our
admission. The members came to find our needs. I mentioned
that Mr. Banker suffered from nervousness and that he should be
kept with me and that his cell should be kept open. I cannot
describe to you the contemptuous and callous indifference with
which the request was treated. As the members turned their
backs upon us, one of them remarked, 'nonsensical*. They knew
nothing of Mr. Banker's past or his position in life or of his up-
bringing. It was none of their business to find all this out and to
discover the cause for what appeared to me to be the most natural